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MINUTES OF THE PROCEEDINGS

POSTAL CONFERENCE.

HELD IN SYDNEY, IN 1883.

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SYDNEY, Stp MAY, 1885.

Tho wndemenionod gentlemen, ropresenivs of tho Colonies of Nov South Wale, Vicora, S
Australia, and Tasmania, were pr

New smh Wales s The Honorable Alex. Stuart.
The Honorable F. A. Wright.

Victoria : The Honorable Graham Berry.
South Australia s The Honorable J. L. Parsons.
Tasmania : The Honorable John . Dodds.
 was mentioned that the Honovable Bogd D. Morchead, representing Queensland, was provented
from attonding in consequence of the deuth of « rolativo.

Honorable Alex. Stuart end the Honorable T. A. Wright luid upon the table their com-
‘missions.

“The Honorable Graham Berry proposed, and the Honorable J. L. Parsons seconded, the appoint-
ment of tho Hororabl Ales. Stast s Olsimmun: ~ Curll

. Aloxander C. Budge was &

& e e e il owarwiss ot i permsnant Blents of
l)cpnﬂmeﬂt« aceompanying the Delegates being present during_discussion on the Postal Question, it was
VRN e et o0 s D Fiielo 1o b s 6 e Gouferense

The Honorsblo Grabam Borry then 1aid before tho Conferenco mMemon.nd\\m which e had prepared
on thesubject of the Uaiversal osial Uslon, whick was orderedto be
or ‘papers. bearing upon. tho Bostal Question. wers 1id beftrsthe Conmoll and axdered to bo

pnnmﬂ,
The Conference then adjouened unfil to-morrow & ten o’clock a.m.
ALEX. STUART,

Azex. C. Bupos, Seorotary. Chaitman.

AT THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SYDNEY, 41n MAY, 1883.
Present:
New South Wales : The Honorable Alex. Stuazt.
The Honorablo F. A, Wright.

Victori : The Honorable Grsham Borry.
South Australia:  The Honorable J. . Parsons.
Queensland : The Honorable Boyd D. Morehead.
Tasmanin :

Tho Honorablo 7. 8. Dodds.
‘The Conforenco having assombled at ten o'elock, the Minutes of the procecdings of yesterday were
rond and confirmed.
e Honexable Boyd D. Morchead then Iaid bis commission wpon he table.
Mr. Morehead drew attention fo the resolntion arrived at yestorday, allo
in afendanco an the marnbors of Cho Confornce o o prsett drin tio
and expressed his dissent herefro
T Fie this oxpression of opipion Ly Mv, Morchoad tho Sccrstrios wiihdren
memeraniu groposed by M. Berry s thn ted on the ot of the  Univeral Poial
Tnion,” and tho Conforance having at some length di deration was post-
poned on he fallowing motin, ‘oposed by Ir. Dols and sofondad by 1. Wright
st the ol besde of depariment accompming tho Delegates be fnstructod. to propao o
the s of the Ausinalion Colonies Now Zenlaud,
e el SSatinisely e e
s tho Peniuslar aud Ortntal, o Sun Fruncees und Torros g it sbot the bisis of the
alemmative propusle contrinet Iy he memordon o bfor the Conferonco by M By 5
e i S el i st ‘population, ove-named Colonics,

and gonerlly sucl friber infomasion s they may think acessary 1o b Inid befens the

e permanent offcials
Bos ot 0 Dol Onsaion

ence,
The Gontarenes adjourned unil Monday tho Téh insiant, a¢ to 'elock p.m.

ALEX. STUART,

Atzx. C. Bupez, Secretary. Chairman,
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AT THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SYDNEY, 7t MAY, 1883.

Present:
e South Wales: - Tho Honorabl Alex. Stust,

The Hon Wright.
Victoria : The Hom)mblc Gmhmn Berry.
South Australin:  The Honorable J. L Parsons.
Queensland : The Honorable Boyd D. Morehead.
Tasmania.  Honorable J. 5. Dodds.

Th Confarenca baving asaciled at o dolock . the minatos of the procoodings on i B
fastnt v sesdnd oo
by e

[5* Tho Conforenes the resumed consideratlon of the subjoct of tho “ Postal Tnion 5 and the roport
of the offcial heads of depertments wwho accompany the Delegates heving beon brought up, was discussed
¢ length, and personal cxplonations obtatned o the oficials referrd to upon seversl Tateers nketing
the subject

Jesolved that theseport and ratus comneotod therowith should b prined, and placed in the
s of e Dalbgates mithon ey, n croes ot e Felate o lamlen olgb 1 gl a4k catl

e

‘Several maters of importanes o tho Colonis wero discussd, and as bearing upon the subject,
aotices of motion wen
M, Wright thon lud Spon . tbleu roprt, by tho Socrstasy o the Post. Offcs Sydney, on the
oot of he yl‘opo«d (Postal Union, which was exderd to be printo
Belhoummo snd. 8y dncy Chambers of Commereo respostively, on  the ubjet of
lnlelwlomal Forzgo = T A h 5 e i oxdeisdiio o pem
ing notiso of motion fo nex! mesting wers then given, and the e ctromne e
halé-pass fve Selodk, il Wedneadey at hlt-prat eleven celook o

Norices or Motiox ¥R WEDNESDAY THE O INSTANT.
Mr. Berry to
"This, Conforenco having had uador its consileration the varlous despatchos from tho Tmperil
verament, and othor memerande and staistics esplaning the wrld foderaton noven a3 the
Universal Postel Tnion, s of opi
(1) That tho A\!stm!nnun Golonios honld lond thle suppor thrcto, by sa expresson of

willingmess x the suid
(2.) That the coudmbns ggestad in the dospatch signod by Mr. Fawest, s procodeat fo
entry, bo

B B b i ettt on o lapion st e
lower Union rates of tranis other than the net loss on the P. and O. contract, which
nst year amounied to £15,600, which will in future, as a present, be borno by Victoria
slone, be borne by cach il fl of the Colones, o the basi of comespondence home-

outwar:

@) Tlmt o fnrﬂ\or o sddtonal postal subety o, agrad o exsept. by the ananimous

ies.
(69 Tt i b e s e b i el
25 procedent fo ontorig tho said Union.
M. St to move—
That in the opinion of this Conference it is desirable—
() Thoshe Avstrolsist Coloniss shoull booome parties to the Postal Urion
(2] hot it should be a condition there hat they be admi
(8.) That the voting power fo be sccorded to these Colonies i ot bo lessthan thes,
R R >
(8) st cuch Clony contime the massgement and ik of ffe ovn abaidised line, but that
using such line shall pay to the subsidizing Colony the fall amount of
0 Fostal Tinlon ratos npon to posial mater transmitiad tharghy:
Mr. Wright to me
“That the akroomontof Moy, 1875, in regard 0 tho apportionment botwoen the Australasian Colonies
of tho subsidy to tho Pors Darwin cable, on the basis of popudation, shell bo taken to fnclude in
such calculation the abariginal inhabitants of the respective colones.
Mr. Wright to movo—
e dosirbl tho atonion of tho Company shonld bo alld t the osent interuptions i dhe
able, e two cables matntained in working owder, in terms of the agreement,
o et pet o
Mr. Wright to move—
Thst, 8 regords Gorornment messoges trnemited aver the Port Daswin cable theterm 1« Gover:
messages,” in aceordance with the cable agreement of May, 1879, shall apply to * messages
sem from o o Hor Mjsty, Hor Mjsty retary of State Tor the Colontes, or
vernment depar i
ontes of New Siuth Wl Australasian Golony or Colonics as to
which 1 shall b6 motifid a5 héreiubefors montlonad, on the one hand, and the Govergors, or
Chief or Colonial Secretarics, of, or any Government depariment of, the various Colonial
Governments 6n tho other, 0 uny of thern. on mattors veluing. o th admivitration of the
Govarnmonts” It being understood from the above cluus that messagas sent fom or {0 any
aewmm of b Public Seviesin Great Briin o tho Colonis b onsidered  Govennment
es,” and entitled to be raasmitted at the roduced 1




3. Wright o m
o, s rogonds telcgrams passing. botoen tho Austrlasian Colonles and New Zeslund, ffteen
ot hall b allowd s e maxtun Jong of ach word nsind of ten e 2 propored

le Compan
My, Parsons to move—
“That, in the opi this Conference, it is desirable that uniform packet and parcel postal rates and
i i adopted by all the Australasian Colonies, and that Messrs, Todd, C.M.Gr,

Lum\nun Jackson, and Packer he requested to submit draft regulations.
M. Parsons to m
Tha the Tndian and Tndo-Faropaun Telegraph Departmonts, Tho Bastorn Tolograph Compuay, and
tho Indo-Buuopesn Telagraph Company, b requested. fo reduce thei rades on pres elograms
and from
L Eee
“Duai, in tho opinion of this Conferance it is dosrabl tha thesystem of Posal Notes should be
fntroduced, and have currency thmnghwt e husimlusian ol

STUART,
Auex. C. Bupar, Seorctary. Chairman.

AT THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SYDNEY, 9t MAY, 1883.
sent:

Pres
Nexw South Wales:  The Honorable Alexander Stuart.
The Honarablo F. A. Waight.

Victosia : The Honorable Graham Berry.
South Australia:  The Honorable J. L. Parsons.
Queensland The Honorable Boyd D- Momhead.
Tasmanis : The Honorable J. S.-Dod

Tho Conference having assembled at half-pos sloven 'lock,the Minate ofthe procsdiogs on the
8th insfant were read and confirmed.
Tt Honerale J. L. Puson s Jaid his commission on the table.
e Conference then proceeded fo the consideration of the motions on the subject of  Postal
Union,” of which noties was ghven yestorey by Messra: Berry and Staar, aud atter mature doliboracion a
drats beren of resolations wers Haniad for sl sonsiderstion o he nest mestiag,
raft regulations rcferred
That this Conforence, having had undor ifs considoration tho various despatehes from tho Tmperial
Governmens and other memornada an siassics espooting. tho Gnirarsal Postol. Union, s
of opinion—
5Tl G Bl o ol nion b byl P U
. That tho sipulaton mggestad by the Postmaster-Gensralof Englan, n the despaich dated
th November 1882, as procedent o such eniry be insisted up
5. That each of the Auﬁtm]amau  Coloes, putis 10 this Bt e
voice in the affairs of the
4. That each Colony eontiono o wm\ngemem and responsibility of ifs existing subsidized
B, bt that any ofber colony wsing huch e shll poy o the subsdiing Colony the full
smomnt of the Postal Union rates upon the postal matter fransmitted th
gl | Seveststen it o o thot, 17; adopting Postal Union rates, any such
& Golony ...cm”gmm Ioss than it at present incurs (subject in tho ase of
How Sonth Watas o Now Seatan, so modensors ‘consequent upon the reduced Pacific
Ml sontrat now buing it 0 o0 st et e s R
& borne by the Colonies respectively using such line, in proportion to the

.

6. That a0 futher postl subsidy. bo subject fo this agrooment except by the wnanimous
approval of th Calonies assenting hereto.
Wb oo
“That the agreement of May, 1878, in regard to the apportionment batween the Avstralosion
Calonles o the subsiy (6 tho Port Dorwincal,on the bsisof populacion,shall b
nclude in such calenlution the aboriginal inhabitunts of the rospeotive Colonies,”
@k s s e e follawmg Givision —

g

gains
New Sm,m Wales, South Australie.
Victori
‘Quoonslnd and ‘Tusmania did not voto.
Mr. Wright also moved—
“That it s dodmble tho atsontion of tho company shonld be callad o therecen interuptions
in the cabley whiey wero o two cblos maintained i working. oor, n tame of tho
Shonld, 101 Hiought, acé coo
Lo i i
lnt it i delble Lo stbnton of he Gable Company shonld. be alled to sl fuilue fo
ey out the conrnct nd 0 the racent nterruptions i tho cabl, which, wore the wo
bics maintaingd. in working ordor, I ferm of dho agreement, would nos 4, and. hat
i to ufimate it what timo thet portion ot tho’agroomont xeluting to the
maintaining of the two cables will be carried into effect




v, Wright further moved—
ot a0 ogurls Govornmont messages romamited gver tho Port Darwin, Gl th tomn
¢ Government messazes,” in accordance with the cable agreement o ay 1970, sl apply
sty, Her M o
e e AT s o or the respeotiv
Agent-General for tho Colonies of New South Walcs, mm.w orany other Austrlasion
Colony.or Colonesas o whih i sall b notifd s lciabofors ménioned, on the
Tand, and hief or Colonial o
of, the various Colonial e other, or any of them, on mnth)s)elntmN o
o s s 8 e (fomomim s =) L o deratood T B G e e
messages sent from or to any department of the Public Service in Great Britain or fin
Colonies bocansdored Government messages, ad entitled o be transmitted at the reduced

Sietaty of State 1o

whih yas sgreed o s:m diseussion.
arsons moved
“Tbat in th apinon of (s onforsnc, it s dessbl it wifom prcket snd pasel postl
rales andegultions sloud boadopied byl the Austmlsion Coloics . that Moses
Todd, C. mbton, Jackson, and Bk b T AT A
Tho motion, sz agroot
am was recgived during tho day from Mr. Dick, Postmastor-Genemal of New Zenland,
expmmng e e e
The Conference then adjourned at five o’clock, until to-morrow at three o'clock pm
ALEX, STUART,
Auex. C. Bupas, Soerotary. haivman.

AT THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SYDNEY, 10tn MAY, 1883,

Prosent:
New Sonth Wales: The Honorable Alex. Stuart. B
The Honorable I'. A. Wright.
Victoria The Honorable Graham Berry.
South Australia:  The Honorable J. T.. Parsons,
Queensland : The Honorable Boyd D. Morchead.
asmania : The Honorable J. 8. Dodds.

e Conferonce having asscmbled at three o’clock pan., tho Minutes of the proceedings of yesterday
o nud coufirmed.

"Fig Conforsnca then procecded (o tho further consideration of the draft resolutions on the subject
of 5 Postal Union,” whon the Iolloving wora submitted for final approvl, by the Chairmn
e b b Tmporial

Governmtat aud othe momoread sud atafsicssespeoting the Univorsal Postal Usion, 1 of

opi

1. P the Austealasian Colonies should npply for admission to tho stid Postal Union,

2. That the stipulations suggested by the Postmaster-General of England, in the despa
dated 6 November, 1887, as procedont to such eptry, be insisted upon.

. That each of the Australusian. Cetovion putios to U4 agreomant, bo osordod a soparats
voiee in the affaies o

4. That caoh Colony contuue tho mansgomens and zesponsbillty o its oxsing subidizel
Jine, but thatany other Colon nch line shall pay to the subsidizing Colony
ol emouns o he oslagt apon &l posisl moer Abapatohed Hom. such Colony . ih
subsidising Colony poying all trasit e on hamemand il and receivng ho pr pm-
tion of Union st mtss duo on ovtward mais,and. any contribution from England in
respect of the postal matter carricd

R T adopting Postal Union ratet any sucy
subsidising Colouy incurs a greator Toss fhan it et prescnt incans (subfect i the. chse. of
R e i e reduced Pusific
3l cobttst now bolag ontorsd int), an adjmtment. Sl e made of sk exoas ooy
yhersby it shall ve borue by the subsidizing Colony and the other Colonies using such

ne, in proportion 1o tho postal mottor ehried

b postal subsidy shall be subjoct o this agreement except by the wnanimous

approval of thie Colonies assenting horeto.

h e,

3 Mmehmd e oposed the following amendment

“That s of opinion {hat tho cost of tho existing subsidizod Colonial Mail
e proposed. “Orent serviee hovld be met by contutions fon the
Colonis maling us of sush services,and hat sho proportionnie Lo of ek contribuc

ioms b hesi o the population of i Gol
Tho motion,  That ho words proposed (0 bo omitted ik part of the question,” was put from the
Chiair, 2nd resulted in the following division i—

Ayos, No.
New South Wales, Quoensland.
Victoria,

South Australia,
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The Question that the xesolutions, as submitted, be approved, Wes carried ‘on the following
division i—

Ayes. No.
New South Wales, Queensland.
Victoria,

Sunzl.\ Ausumlm.

Mr. Wright then movc(\—
“That, as clegrams passing between tho Avstralasion Colonies and Now Zonland,
e A Tength of ench word, instcad of ten lotiers
25 proposal by fho (,n\)lo Company,”
il altes isousion, was agreod
Waight laid boforo tho Coﬂfem)cc o copy of the Posis. Postal Union Convanon, which as
ordered. o be pratod sud sppondod
‘The Conferenes then ndjourned WAl ioomoeiow t hall:past twa oclock.

ALEX. STUART,
Atzx. C. Bubes, Secretary. Chairmen.

AT THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SYDNEY, Lirx MAY, 1883,

Present:
o South Wiles 5 {Tbe Honomble Alex! Bainet

A, Wright.
Victoria : The I{onou.ble Gmm Berry.
South Australia :  The Honorablo J. L. Parsons.
Queensland : The Honorable Boyd D. Morchead.
Tasmania : The Honorablo . S. Dodds.

o Conference having assembled at halt-past o 'clock, the Minutes of ho procoodings of
)ew(cnlnv wore read and confirme

Ar, Pursons then movod  amondment in the motion of which he had given notice on the anbject
of reduced ra 53 Messages by Cable ; and the sume having been put from the Chuir, the follows
Feslution whs antaitmonsly aEronb 19,

“That South Ausiralia havingintimated her willingness to reduce the charge on Pross Telograms
for transmision by Cublo by 35 por cont, this Conforence is of opinon, that tho ndian
and Tndo-Buropean Telegruph Dogasiméats, the Eustern Telegragh Company, and the
Tndo-European Telegraph Company sboub.l be mqnested o el s smilar reduct

1, Parsons also moved tho motion of which not given, on the subject of '\(lopt g a

system i e Taving beon nnemlc(l e tn“m\ ing .Resol tion was T
1 Thatyin the opinion of e Co s desimable that Vocu not
o i S o s (e oughot\t St
Golotiess m)d ‘that the South Austealiau Government bo requested (0 prepare a Draft. Bill
on'the subject
M. Stuart lnid beforo tho Conforonce & communieation from soveral of tho loading Stoam Companics
sd others wrgin e estishent of & < Poderl Quarsntine” sad aiter matare doliboraion, the
Conference agreed o the following Resolation :—

“That, in the opinion of this (Am[ereu%, it is dosirable that such Quarantine Station, should,
if practicable, be established”

The subjoct of reduced Tntorcolonial Telograph Rates was then discussed, and the Colonics of New
South Wales, Victoria, and Tasmania agreed to the following, viz =—

s d
i RO O e g B T o o ol 0
Tor mh mdmom\ wo 02

ton word ds txansmitted by the land lines of threo Colemcx 16
Tor sach a0t o 03

To be divided in equal shares l\ctwwn Colomcs pcrio)mmg the sorvise.
Submutine onle lrrges aditions in ll 6808 wiiro tho etble is vl
5 Conlerancs flion arosoelsd tn cansider s propoead mew clauss 1 the * Postal Union” Hesolie
tions, ﬂﬁ"euung the carsiage of posial master by the Orieat Steem Comphay, whea th fllowing Resolution
was arrive

a CGrbd it et il e G e
sk of that Colony only; bub any other Colony transmitting postal maiter
e i ol o o 8 e T Vi 100 pound on etters, and 6.
per ponnd on newspapers and packets transmitted lomeward thercby.”
The Contirenco adjourned at o quarter i six o'clock, watil to-morrow at ten o'clock.
ALEX. STUART,
Arex, C. Buvcr, Secretary. Chairman.




AT THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SYDNEY, 127a MAY, 1883,
Prosent :

New South Walos: Tho Honorablo Alox. Stuart,
The Honorable F. &. Wright.

Victoria : The Honorable Grahem Berzy.
South Australia:  The Honorable J. L. Parsons.
Tesmania : ‘The Honorable J. §. Dodds.

The Conference having met at ten o’clock, the Minutes of the proseedings of yesterday were read
snd confirmed.

o ollowing Reselutions withsespec o the couourroncs of New Zesland snid Western Avsialn in
the Postal Union Regulations were agreed to,

G weies e Boiitns g R Tl o W Zanlt
Westorn Ausralia by tlogram, aad urge thels ascopaaco threol”

“ That in the event of New Zesland refusing to accept the Resolutions, they shall remain valid
an the part of the Colonies which have agreed.thereto, unless the Imperial Government
be ungblo to remove diffisultios of carrying out the arrangement for tho Pacifio Surviee on
a dual system without placing New South Welos fn a worse position.

Copy of Telegram.
“The Couference, except Queenslend, has agreed to following resolutions, and urges your
aoquiescence fn them T possible by Tucaday moraiag, whon final sitig held:
“Rosslations o othor subfects sl o forwarded by post”

‘The Conference then discused a number of matters affecting the Colonies upon which information.
e
Conference.

The Conference adjourned until Tuesday, the 15th instant, at ten o’elock.

ALEX. STUART,
Atex, C. Buer, Seoretary. ‘Chairman,

AT THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SYDNEY, 157a MAY, 185.
Present:

New South Wales : The Henorable Alex. Stue.
The Houorable F. A. Wright.

Victoria : The Honorable Gralism Berry.
South Australia :  The Honorable J. L. Parsons.
‘Tasmania : The Honorable J. §. Dodds.

“Tho Conforenos liaving assomblod at fan oclock, tho Minutes of tho prosecdings of the 12th instent
oo e and confrmed.
st i et L Conlrnta i o the Gormmnante f Ko Zuls o
Westen Auslmlm o Bl A LD o gl s yhio o o
D b ota, Komuion, Focheonand ek o e ook ot Pkt Regilcons
s e nmugm up and ordere to be printed.
he Conferance. haviag had their attention drawn o the subject of Patent Laws, agreed to the
e
“That this Conference considers it desizable that such a luxw should abtain thronghout the
coloniss, and requests the Chairman to commaniontewith tho varions Colonies vith a view
to some uniform mode of astion being dorvised”
. ropor, of Dr. Maskallar, Hoslh Offor, $5dne, o tho bk o  Folerl Quaranin, was
sl b
e ko to AL e ot ot oo w3 P e
printed
M St nfoml the Goutoronce st o ad o communiton fiom Novw Zeslud on the
subjoct of child-desertion s and Mr. Parsons stated that the sbjeot had engaged tho attention of the
South Australian Government.
usidered  nwnber of matters affecting the Australasian Colonies, and
expressed regret that the time ot their disposal would mot admit of thot consideration which their
mportance demands.
“Phe Conferencs then adjourned.
ALEX, STUART,
Atex. C. Bupes, Secretary. Chairman,
ALEX. STUART, |
. 4 whiont, | New South Wales.

RAHAM BERRY, Victoria.
J. L. PARSONS,  South Australin.
JOHN $.DODDS,  Tasmania,



POSTAL CONFERENCE, 1883.

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE RESOLUTIONS TO WHICH THE
el

ONFERENCE AGREED.
Postal Union.
That this Conferonc,haing b undor ity consdoraiontho various dusputohes from ho Tmperial
Government and other memoranda and statistics respecting tho Universal Postal Union, is of opinion,—
TS AR e G ol urs oy for adnision o tho said Pogtal Union.
2. That the stipulaions suggstod by (o Tosmas xal of England, in the despaich dated 6
e e e O e

5. Tha Lul. ol' the A ustalsinn Coloncs partics o this agrooment, bo aseorded o separao voico n

of the Uni

4. That baoh Colony otiie tho mansgement and rosponaibility of lia oxlting sibsdized lin, but
that sy, other Colony aing such L shall oy Lo the subsidiaing Colony the full amount of the
postage upon all postal master despatehed Trom such Colony:  che subsidising Colony paying
o o o o a cat receiving the proportion of Union trausit rates due on
outward mails, and any contribution from England in respect of tho postal matter carried by
each line.

5. That it on sunual ipvestigaton it bo shown thaty by ndopting Pos
ing Colonyineurs . greater loss than it . prosont incurs (enbiety i the ane of New
Sonth Walos aud Now Ziland, o modifation consequent upon the xeducd Pacific Mail con-
tract now being entered iuto), an adjustment shall be made of such excess loss \\Inmuby it shall
m Borno by th mbsulmng Colony and the other Golonies using such line, in proportion to the

atter carried.

61 et st Now Kol ale ool lag contract wih tho Orient Campany, it shall o at
tho risk of that Colony only ; but any other Colony trasmitting postal maiter thereby shall
poy tho said Company  rute hot less than 1o n pound on letiors and Gd. per pound on news-
Fapes aut pakits e Hoxtomard th

7. That no future 7 lall bl subjoot 1. this agroomont excopt by the unanimous
ppeovallr ke Colodie aening et

Cable Subsidy—FPopulation Basis.
hat tho agrocmont of Moy, 1678, in sgard {0 ho apportionment besee tho Arstralasian Colonies
of the subsidy to D e, on (he basis o population, shall bo taken to includo in such cal-
Cekion s e hanttmanioets of ke respective Colonies
Cable Interruption.
it 4 sl the atiention,of the Cable Gompny shou b clled o e ullu o cary out
Sl sl sernuptions in tho cabl, whichy were tho o cablos maintainod in work-
ingorle, i terns of the agrosmment, would not ocour, and that they b xequixed o' ntimate at wha! ins
st portion of the agrosment relating fo the maintalning of two cablos will b carriel into affct.

stal Union rates, any such

Government Messages over Port Darwin Cable.

That, ot rogurs Govornmont messgs trnsmitad aver the Port Durwin Crbly ho tom «Govera-

mont messngos?” 5 accordato tho cable sgrooment of May, 1870, ahall apply to “mossagos sont from

or to Her Majosty, Her M»]uty: Prieipal Gocetary ot Bibo e Colonics, or_any Governmont
utl

es, lony or Colonies as to which it shall bo notified as herein-
befors mentioned, on tho one hand, and the Goveraore, or Chiet o Colonial Scoretarics of,or aay Govern-
mont Dopartment o, the various Colonial Goveraments on tho ofher, or sny of thom, on mattors relfing to
stration of the Governments.” Tt heing xmdcrswed from the above clause that messages sent
from or to any Department of the Public Service in Great Britain or the Colonies be considered  Govern-
ment mossages” and entiled o bo transitiod o€ the roduced ates
Tiform Pachet and Parcel Postal Rates.

hat, in the opinion of this conference, it is desirable that uniform packet and parcel
regulations should be adopted by all the Australasian Colonies, and that Messrs. Todd, C.ML(
JFackson, and Packer, be requested to submit draft rogulations.

New Zealand Cable—Number of letters in a word.

That, as regurds telegrams passing botweon tho Australasian Colonics and New Zealand, fiftecn
loters sball e allowe ue"the maximum length of each word,istond of ten Letirsas propose by tho
Cabl

tal rates and
Lunbton,

Reduction of Clarges in Press Telegrams by Cable.
uat Souts Al baving timated b wilingaes to el tho chargo on Prss Tlograms for
ablo by 25 per cent. this Conference is of opinion that the Indian and Indo-European
B ,\nnmm\ts, o Eastern, Telegraph Compn.ny e Telegraph Company
should be requested to make a similar reduction.
Postal Notes.

‘That, in the opinion of this Conference, it is desirable that a system of Postal Notes not cxceeding
10s. in valuo should be introduced, and have currency thronghout the Ammmmn Cn[om ; and that the
South Austrdian Goverament be requested to prepite a Dratt Bill on the subjooi

28-No.7. »
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« Federal Quare

That, having bod undor sonsidsration s sommunieation from somo of the Lsading Steam Companics

and others, Cat subject of  Padorel Quarontine, the Conference agreed o tho following xesouion :—
hat, in the opinion of this Conference, it is desirable that such Quaraniine Station should, if

e e e
Tntercolonial Telegraph Rates.
‘onference having_considered the subject of reduction of Tntercolonial Telegraph Rates, the
Colones o New Sout Wales, Victoris, and Tasmania agree to the following :—

s d
A message of ten words transmitted over the load lines of two Colonies ... 1 0
Tor each additional word ik 0T,

o of ten words transmitted by tho land lines of thres Colories 16
Yor cach additional word 03

To be divided in equal shares between the Colonies performing he service.
Submarine eable charges additional in all cases where the cable is used.
Telegram to New Zealand and Western Australia.
That the Chairman communicato tho resolutions affoeting Postal Union to New Zealund and Western

Australic by telogram, and urgo their accoptance thereof.
Thet in the erént of New Zealandrefusing to acsept the ressltions, they shal e valld on ho
part of the Colonies which have agrecd theroto, unless the Imperial Govermment be wnablo to remove

a0 e i sl it e Hee
outh Wales in a worse position.
Copy of Telegram.
e Conference, e Queensiand, has agred to following reslutions, and urgos your acquis-
i o Tuesday morning, when final slmn ag
s cnons o subjocts shall bo forwarded by
i
e Conterence bhyving hd ander, consderston the quesion of sa Intercolonial Pasent Luw to
tuslate socuring of Patont rights and to lessen their cost, agreed to the following resoluti
: dits Contorenos considers it desirable that such & should obiain thronghout. o -Oolonias
and requests the Chairman to communicate with the various Golonies with a view to some
umiform mode of action being devised.

ALEX. STUART,

. A WRIGHT, }l\‘ew Sonth Walss.
GRAHAM BERRY, ctoria.

5 LANGDON PARSONS, Sout At
7.8, DODDS, Tusmania,

POSTAL CONFERENCE, 1883.
(Held in Sydney, May, 1883

PAPERS LATD BEFORE THE CONFERENCE.
1 Momorsntum by the Hoorsble Graham Botey on Postal Unton:
£ Despatches, & on the subject of « Rotal Ul
Bort by Peratsacat O1isila besmupomyingciin Delegs,ees. on the subject of Postal Union.

3 Report by Secretary, Post Office Department, Syd:
5 Lokers om Chutabers of Gommeroe of New South Walos and Viotria,on-the subjest o Postel snd

Telegrapbic Rates.
6. Leter from Steam Companies and others, Sydney, urging the  establishment of s Federal Quarantine.

Paris Postal Union Convontion.
. Tolgrams from Glovernments of New Zealand and Wostern Austealis, on. tho subjeot of the Fostal
n Regulotions.

94 Ropert o MsssreyToad Eambtons Jiskeon; and. Packer, on the exbjsot:of Packet Regulltions.
10. Roport of Dr. Mackellar, on the subjoct of Quareniine.
11, Paers relating to child-desertion and absoonding parents.

POSTAL CONFERENCE, 1883.
PAPERS LAID BEFORE THE CONFERENCE.

Memorandun. by the Honorable Grakam. Berry, Postastor-Gonsral. of Victoria.
Tz Universal Postl Union has progrossed you by yea uatl nesly the whole fvlized wrld s within

its operations, the Australasian Colonies, the Cap 00d Hope, and Nafal being the only important
commercial wc ﬂe \vhu still hold aloof. 'lhem exwpnom ml\ wou be reduced by the contemplated
entrance of the Cape and Natal into the Union, Under the cirenmstances it is desitable, by a comprhen-

Sive considerafion of tho subjech, 0 aseertain i tho fime has not arrived when siops should be faken to
setl th torms upon il those Colonis can bocome an Integrl porton of (is g posal confeders-
tion.. For the purpose, therefore, of investigating the question, it may be advantageous to sot forth, a
succinety as possibl, he abjecte for whish she Dostal Uaton Convention appears t5have een Tormatod,
@nd the Donefs sought 0 b secured.
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Lt s dosigned to stimilae social and. commertal intessourse, and dhe establishment of cosex
mmm and common interests beteen individusls of different nationalitics, and in this respect it may be
lesignated as beneficent and cosmopolitan in s
TI. With a view to facilitate and promote this interconrae, it proposes not only that the hest and
most rpid menas o convoyuaco shall bo employed bt that the cost of such sonveyanco shall bo radiood
to the lowest possible limits, and that the postal charges on the correspondence shall be proportionately low,
R sl il pooal gl Tl et edution'feom Hime’ 5 tme, a8 Shsamstaness may
demand.

IIL. Tt aims at establishing a common_ ngreement between all nations in a matter of universal
interest, R o gt ‘unimportant addition to Intornational luw, and can scarcely fail o seoure
many advantagos to all civilised communities.

IV. It provides for the adoption, as far nc pmeucnbls. of unéform xates snd practice in dealing with
corrospondonce, tho consequont removal of snomalies in postal charges, and the prevention of inconvoniencas
osuling from omplicted regulatons ghing sse 10 domplaats on.the paxt of the public and rouble to

the Pus Offce:
X+ amongos ot only forthe infschungs of leters st Jow sates, i of packets of ll Kinds
mcludmg pottoms snd samplos”of merchandiso, bus also of bosks ead RowsprDers thus encouraging tho
wide dnsmmmuun ot Kaowiedg the Infacice of which it is Hrdly poss\ble to over-estimate.

4 is capable of great development, snd, in connection therewith, arrangements have already
AL s ‘many countrics of the Union for oxchango of Inwmnuons,l money orders, the transmis-

sion of articles of deslared value, and the establishment of the Parcel Post sy:
T, Tt is almost noadloss o call aitention to. tho fuot that, e many yeors pust 1o goneral
tendoncy of postal reforus throughout the wond hus been in the disekon of thosd proposed by the Postal
veaty, which providesfo the estension o all natlons of prinsples previously v mitya vety

Vel peraso

th referoce to tho proposal that the Clonies showld. fon the Usion, dificaltes bave boen
mgges(e(l ad objetions elsed, buts upon ezl exuninaion they would wn.mely appear to he &
such weight as fo justity an adverse decision being arrive
e e e Tt e e forelgn correspondence is with the
United K\ugdom, and as the Colonics can make any arrangements they desire with the Home Government,
there is not auficent inducement; for hem to_enier the Postal Union, in order to fmprove their postal
relations with other countries, which are comparatively limited in extent.
ith sospoi o Ui, it may bo poitedoutthat it e not hilhicty eing found praatioate o L
uniformity of  in these Colonies in e
and thero scems Jlule Dembaoliy ot Gotlaiog It exosme-by thal caterog tho Uen and Frthe ot by
Hiking the peaposed stapythe HERE i aks spest agisemhenta ith.1he Iparial Governimant respeokng
i s clliiad ik o masatbuly e ittt itk
12 also be_bome in mind, in n with_correspondence for other countries, that
e e ‘but they are cnpu.blaoi
at expansion, and o postal reform, which could ho obtainod at small cost, would be an important factor
o aasiaing ther ex(aaion.
the same time it must be remembered tha all other countries have either joined, or are shout fo
Join, the Pos i 5 Al (081l ol ooy Bl ol L [ e
mine to romain oxcluded from if, and this circumstanco would doubiless tend o injure their prosfige in
eyes of other commimiti
T has heen stated that the interests of the several Colonies are so couflicting as to present an
lmupml‘,blu obsneleto  reiprocel arrangoment fo mainenano o thesen srvicsk
« difficultios, howover, appear o havo beon greatly over-estimated. Bver since tho Colonies
B ok shai et Fnemok e e Colony whihis mat pasty to the contracts has, aindiree
monmer, by the payment of tansit churges, ascated In maltoining thei, the argest mensuro of sspart
ing bean accoraed to tho Goylon sctviee, whish has pioved o, s the faost usstil and benefsal oF the
existing lines, and it is proposed that this sugporthal breontiomed inaich o vy o thelos conkoquént
upon reduetion of the postage shall be borne in cquitabl s poportons by the Colones concernsd
Forthl punposs the folloing altermatie plans o s
Sl opapitracts e ek Too B i e 02 o miend s commespon-
iy
By a0 hiecl cansit ates as'ut presents
-According to the first scheme the Colonics would pay, at Union rates, all the eharges for transi
of homewatd mails, and, in- addition, contribute towards the net loss undor the contracts in proportion to
s e R
compntation of the respective connx\muon {he lttr goton of the mall iay bo ke as
replewnung 5 i i oo o chc Someonponcen
i s st 1 e 3553 lsmpponrs: s Viskrl el
Ll one-hui of (he ltters,and would therefore bar about lf the los on tho sonrast il tho
S omganysthe ofhs Colonies defaying th remining mojesy. - 4 s o calon
et oo et i
Sk e i o o s Y e et T vt R o
Govermment proposes o psy aver to Victoria.
On baxu roferred o, the contributions would be—
Vie : e £26,000 per anmum.
it Colonies” . £26,000
JECE b Coli ol oy morincl ) ool rtaiy
‘portion of the postage collected on the. homeard mails after payment of the trausit charges; and in the
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following ptemort, willbo found.the-esimated contibution to ba paid by eash of thom, tho postags
Tetained, and the net loss :—

Contribution.  Postago rotained. Net Toss

New South Wales £9,735 21,550 £8,185

ustralia B0 415

Now Zealand e 2800 . 3000

Tasmania. 1800 . 1,900

Queensland 1506 1245

Western Australin 250 115
Tn considering, however, the matter of loss, 3 should ngh be svelosked Shat tho okl weull
‘oneflt by the reduction of the postal charges, and taking, as before, the comvespondence during 1852, the

gain to pessons sending letters, it is estimaiod would be—

. 5 e £3,000

Now South Wales ... : . 3,350

South Australia. ... ; 600

New Zealand ... a 770

i o . % 660

Queensland )

Westorn Australin ol

This sutuetlon 1 New Soath 'Walss) Now Zealand, sad Tasmania woull be 81 o loter a1 10,
por papor; in Queensland, 4d. per lotter, snd 1d. por paper; and in Victoria, South Australia, and
Western Australia, 1d. per letter.
on the establishment of uniform rates it is probable that an increased extent of correspnndence
would be sent vid. Ceylon by other Colonies, and the amounts to be coniributed would be Jarger in propor.
Hon'; but, undr any sirourhetaaces, the langost share of tho Loss (say not less thin twé-ns) would b
paid by Vietoria.
regard to ofher contract services, contributions on the ssme basis would be paid to the Colonies
maatelaiog then.
For payment of transit rates, the following plan appears to be the simplest and most

equnable s
N sonsatne Colols per e nosns il S e A D e
equivalent bulk rate, and 6d. per Ib. of other articles) on both homevard and o
o coniracting Colony also rebeiving the Droporton of sen ite for all cutward o
¥ its service.
Iz oo it £ el o e conhwnng cdlony o convey mails to a from Ooylon,
an Francisco, or Singapore, as the c; and to pay all the charges for conveyance
Dt i o wriponien bk e o e 4 oomEoL
So far as the Ceylon Service is concerned, the net loss to Victoria under the contract by this
rangement i estimated at £23,000 per aunum, taking the returns for 1882 as tho busis of the
calenlrton,
+ Lo to Coloriss acconting for traic ates to Vicoria would bs the smonnts paid for
o E R L VR R

Victoria
Now South Wales

Western Australia

B i ke TS @t o i Bl o T b
mentioned.

A gxtent of comespondence would doubiless be sent vie. Coylon upon estsblshment of
cedcad and alform vatss, bot I¢ 18 computed. thot uader this scheme, as unier £he Brst plan suggestod;
Victoria would bear ot less than two-fths of the loss upon i

It howerer, contrury t expasation i6should be found that the Jocrsase of comospondence, and
~consequently in the amomnis paid for carriage becous 50 lnrgo s o undly dosrnso tho
Vistorian shave f the los,the transi raes won e e o .

 circumsiance mentioned in the circular dispateh of the Right R St e
or the Colomss, dated 13th Decombor, 183, may perhaps bo assumbd to_constituto. another objection.
Lord Kimberley having brought under notice that the German Post Office has announced its intention to
propose, ¢ the Lisbon Postl Congres to be bl in 184, 4 very e S e
+sen carringo and in the postal charges.

At the samo time, however, he points out that the Australian Colonies, in order to avoid incurring a
very hoaxy loss at the outset, conld mako their entry into the Union conditional upon the prosent, rates bein
mainaiued, ot ot unil ttr the s quinquensal Congress Lo that of 1684 by hich e the aonditions
of maintenance of Australian mail services may wndergo important modificati

It is desirable, herefore, tha tho Colonies entoring the Union Wholi/as 85 exprasely coupled with
the two stipulations suggostod in the despaah, v

(L) That the rates of payment for sea transit and the surtexes fixed by the convention of Paris
shall not be reduced, at all events until after the next quinquennial Congress to that of

jisbon.
(2) That the Australian Colonies shall be dircctly and adequately represented at future Con-
grossos.
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T posld € heft vendoing material et to tho Tporsl Govoramens [aloppoilu zadlal
changes likely to cause undue loss to the [mpplml and colonial rev

n any case the_colonies would have the power forwithdraw trom the Usion; upon giv gty v
months” notice, should they disapprove of any action proposed to be taken which they might regard as
SSIGnlAE sEal Wis narsis

erting further to the financial aspect of tho caso and tho money loss ould be involved,

atiantioalionl o spestlly Aleciel 4. s, ach that relcal posfage! 1 to Insroased Intoroousafant
that, if the revenue should suffer to a slight extent, proportionate advantages would be secured to
individuals, and cspecially to those who by thei onergy aind anterpise aro the mot infiential in dovelop-
ing the rosources »f the countey and promoting ts welfa.
n y be safely asserted that public opinion, as expressed by Chambers of Commerce
e el At it TR O L R ISR B Lo
Bein taken i this matter whout Qelay, and . woald!thesetors: B Toioolts o dofer mu longer » setle:
ment of the question.

GRAHAM BERRY,
Postmaster-General of Victoria.



	Teleg 1
	Teleg 2
	Teleg 3
	Teleg 4
	Teleg 5
	Teleg 7
	Teleg 8
	Teleg 9
	Teleg 10
	Teleg 11
	Teleg 12
	Teleg 13

